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CURSILLO  
NEWSLETTER SUMMER 

2020 

 

 

Greetings from Our Bishop 

My Experience with Cursillo 

The Rt. Rev. Susan B. Haynes 

    Shortly after receiving my Master of Arts degree in Music, I 

worked on Music Row in Nashville, TN and attended an 

Episcopal Church in Murfreesboro, TN where Tom and I lived.  I 

was a relatively new Episcopalian and was only just beginning to 

hear about Cursillo.  I observed the joy of fellow parishioners who 

went off to Cursillo and came back smiling, singing some 

Spanish song that was full of happiness (De Colores).  I wanted 

to know not only what they had gained from their time away; I 

wanted to possess it for myself as well.  However, as a young 

person in the work force, it was not so easy for me to take time 

off during the week in order to do a Cursillo weekend myself.  So, 

in fact, it would be many years before I could make my own 

Cursillo. 

   That time came in the early 2000’s in Northern Indiana.  I was 

a newly ordained priest and the Rector of an upcoming Cursillo 

weekend wanted me to do the spiritual talk.  He was surprised 

to learn that I had never been on a Cursillo weekend, so he 

worked out an arrangement whereby I could give the talk and be 

a participant myself.  I will never forget the flood of emotions and 

feelings that I experienced that weekend.  The friendships I 

made are still with me.  And I definitely understood why my fellow 

parishioners from Tennessee all those years ago came back 

from their weekends so happy and so ready to follow Christ with 

new zeal and enthusiasm. 

   Cursillo is like a refresher course in Christianity.  If you do a 

weekend, you will be given a roadmap for following Christ that 

will include a life-long plan for worship, study and service.  If you 

are looking for an infusion of energy into your Christian walk, a 

new way of living and following Christ and an opportunity to 

broaden your Christian fellowship circle, consider making a 

Cursillo weekend. 

                 

News from our Lay 

Director, Lydia Dyson 

It is with great sadness, because 

of Covid-19, Cursillo #168 is being moved once 

again.  Now to Spring of 2021.  The Secretariat 

wants to keep everyone safe and preserve 

Cursillo.  We have had many discussions about 

the change in dates, our commitment is to our 

community and our potential 

candidates.  Making sure the experiences that 

we have all had, our candidates will be able to 

experience.   

In the next few weeks, you will be receiving 

more newsletters and news blasts about 

upcoming events.  Zoom Ultreyas, both as a 

community and regionally, sponsor training, 

and more.  

Can not wait to see each and every one of you. 

DeColores!! 

 

 

 

 

 

           SPECIAL EDITION  

   “THE ROOSTER CROWS” 

“Come Holy Spirit fill 

the hearts of Your 

faithful and kindle in 

us the fire of Your 

love” 
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Secretary 

Nancy Comfort 

 

Communications 
Mike Gaydos 

 

We would love to include your name above! 

Pray about joining us and contact a member 

of the Secretariat if interested in serving. 
 

The Secretariat should function as the heart of 

the Movement through humility, and constant 

prayer. Most importantly in all that it does the 

Secretariat seeks to give heed to the values and 

style of our Lord Jesus Christ and to model his 

leadership as expressed in Luke 22:27 “ I am 

among you as one who serves” 

 

 

 

 

Cursillo Spring Weekend #168 

April 22-25, 2021 

                Rector: Travis Kennedy 

 

 

LEADING THE WAY – 

THE SECRETARIAT 

“CURSILLO LEADERS” 

So, what is a good leader? 

Cursillo leaders are people of 

faith. The Secretariat are 

leaders for Cursillo much like 

a Vestry at your church. 

Leaders are trusting and 

confident but possess the 

ability to get things done. The 

role of the leader is to strive 

to set an example in terms of 

living in grace and using the 

Cursillo Method. A leader is 

not a technician, an organizer, or a speaker but a person who 

lives the Christian life to the fullest and takes the opportunity to 

share it with others. Persons who strive to become members of 

the Secretariat should understand that primarily they come 

together as a Group Reunion of those who have made Cursillo a 

central part of their apostolic action. These people should be 

committed to the Cursillo Method, especially the Fourth Day, and 

growing understanding of the Cursillo Ministry as a whole. Many 

of you may think you are not a leader, that it is just not your 

natural instinct. Who me a leader? No way! But through Cursillo 

(which forms leaders) after attending a Cursillo weekend you can 

discover the role of a leader not only in Cursillo but in your work, 

church, family, and community. As a leader these Christians 

support their environments and evangelize them by virtue of 

their leadership qualities. Cursillo leaders attend Group 

Reunions and Ultreyas and strengthen their commitment to 

bringing the world to Christ. They are filled with the vision of 

Christian conversion and of what can be accomplished by 

Cursillo.  Members of the Secretariat and Servant Communities 

should be active in their parishes and supportive of the 

Episcopal Church. And, as active members of the Jesus 

Movement, they should be willing to support relationships, 

evangelism, and reconciliation in the world. 

 

 

CHRIST CAN COUNT ON ME… 

AND YOUR RESPONSE IS…. 

Welcome Our 

Newest 2020 

Secretariat 

Members 

Your Secretariat 

Lydia Dyson - Lay Director 

Susan Grimm+ Head SD 

Les Ferguson +SD 

Susan Summerlin - Weekend 

Coordinator 

Bill Anspach - Treasurer 

Carol Gibbs - Servant 

Community 

Cornelia Taylor- Palanca 

Tammy Rogers - 4th Day 

Coordinator 

Mike Gaydos - 

Communications/Website 

Nancy Comfort Secretary 
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Presiding Bishop Michael Curry  

Invites You to Explore Cursillo 

Find the Full video at: episcopalcursilloministry.org 

What is Cursillo?  

•An opportunity to grow in faith and in spirituality 

•A deeper understanding of the teachings of Jesus and how we can serve Him. 

•An experience of living and sharing with others in a loving and caring Christian community and 

realizing that this can be extended into our own environment 

 •A continuing community that gives support and encouragement to help Christians carry out their 

Baptismal Vows. 

The key elements of the Episcopal Cursillo Ministry are relationship, evangelism, and 

reconciliation in the home, the parish, the community, and the world. 

The Episcopal Cursillo Weekend: Cursillo includes a time to experience living in a supportive Christian 

community though the Episcopal Cursillo Weekend. Across the country, diocese offer Weekends 

following a three-day schedule that begins on Thursday evening and concludes on Sunday. Some 

diocese offer Weekends following a shorter schedule that begins on Friday evening and concludes on 

Sunday. ALL Weekends include fifteen talks, five meditations and a Eucharist every day.  The Episcopal 

Cursillo Weekend is not a retreat. It is an opportunity to meet clergy and laity seeking to strengthen 

our faith. It provides an environment to experience the reality of the gift of God’s love through shared 

prayer, individual meditation, worship, study, fellowship, laughter, tears, and unconditional love.   

After the Weekend: Each person returning from a Weekend is encouraged to actively participate in 

the Jesus Movement. This time after the Weekend is known as the “Fourth Day” and extends for the 

rest of their lives. Through the Cursillo community, there are ongoing means to support Christian living 

and ministry.  
 

What’s expected of participants?  

•To be open and willing to respond to what you experience, to share your feelings with others, and 

allow them to share theirs with you.  

•To make a genuine effort to discover where you are and where or how you can grow in your Christian 

life. 

 •To feel secure in the knowledge that you are accepted where you are and as you are, and to know 

that a specific response is not expected of you.          

What is the Episcopal Cursillo Ministry? The Episcopal Cursillo Ministry, through the Episcopal Cursillo 

Ministry Committee, guides the work of Episcopal Diocesan Cursillo ministries in the USA and other 

locations. 
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Many of you may not know, but 

Cursillo falls into the category of 

needing the Safe Church Training if 

serving on team or on the Secretariat. 

As many of you know, due to the 

pandemic all on site Safe Church 

Training has been cancelled and will 

be re-scheduled later. Any questions 

contact the Secretariat Lay Director.  

 

The option to obtain this training is 

still being offered at the “online Safe 

Church Training” available at the 

diocese website: 

http://www.diosova.org 
 

WANTED: CURSILLO SHED HEAD 

Seeking willing and able individual  

to take on the job of “Cursillo Co-Shed Head. 

Position includes: neatening, straightening of 

items stored in the Shed and inventory 

maintenance of items found there. Primary 

activity takes place before weekends and 4th 

Day Workshops.    
 

Benefits include:  Free sore muscles (lol), and a 

good workout. You will have REALLY GOOD 

company, lots of laughs, and an opportunity to 

visit Chanco.   
 

Please join us and pray to consider taking on 

this much needed position.  
 

Contact Susan Summerlin  

or email her at  

wkndcoordinator@cursillodiosovamail.com 

Thank you.  

 

ONWARD, LET’S GATHER 

AT OUR FIRST COMMUNITY ULTREYA! 
 

As pilgrims traveled the rough terrain, they 

encouraged one another with the word, 

“Ultreya!” that is, “Onward!” or “Keep on 

going”!  

The Secretariat is excited to invite you to our 

very first COMMUNITY WIDE ZOOM ULTREYA.  

To kick off this new feature a Community Ultreya with all Ultreyas 

are invited to join us on Saturday, August 22, 2020 at 6:30 PM. 

To receive the log-in information please check the Cursillo 

website at www.cursillodiosova.org for this information.  

You will need Zoom downloaded on your device to log in. We look 

forward to seeing many of you…it’s been way too long! 

DeColores and Ultreya! 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Our Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Bishop Susan B. Haynes has given us 

COVID-19 guidelines to begin a process to re-gather our parishes 

for worship once again. These guidelines along with the CDC 

instructions must be followed and each church provide the 

Bishop office a detailed report on your church to regather. If we 

remember to “put on our running shoes” with Bishop Susan, God 

and her staff will assist us as we move forward. We praise God 

for her guidance along this journey. 

 

 
 

 

   Safe Church 

Re-Gathering Our Churches 

mailto:wkndcoordinator@cursillodiosovamail.com
http://www.cursillodiosova.org/
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[Grab your reader’s attention with a great quote 

from the document or use this space to 

emphasize a key point. To place this text box 

anywhere on the page, just drag it.] 

 

 

 

 

THE SERVANT COMMUNITY NEEDS YOUR HELP! 

 

Can Christ Count on YOU? 

 

The Secretariat has determined it would be 

advantageous to build a Servant Community team of 

willing hands to set up and take down Cursillo events. 

Specifically, that includes 2 Weekend Closings and 2 

Day of Deeper Understanding events per year.  

Carol Gibbs, who is heading up this project, has 

recruited a group of 15 willing to answer the call. 

However, only 4 of the 15 are men. While 15 might 

seem like large number it’s far too great a burden for 

the same 12 to 15 people to do it 4 times a year. 

A very general description of the job is as follows:  

9 to 12 folks are needed to comfortably deal with a 

weekend closing: 

• Chanco sets the Tables and chairs, we bring 

over supplies from the shed and detail the set-

up of the closing /dining space. 

• take down and put away everything from the 

drill Hall into the shed and  

• take down all Chapel items and put them away 

in the shed 

• After the event, a General clean up and return 

to the shed all items that are typically stored 

there  

• 6 to 8 folks are needed for the Day of Deeper  

Understanding 

 

• Chanco sets the tables and chairs, but 

sometimes adjustments are needed 

• Supervise placement of the food that 

comes in from Community 

• General clean up and discarding of 

food items left behind, return items typically 

stored in the shed 

We are trying to build a group large enough so 

that no one has to work more than one event 

a year.  That means 4 groups of between 15 

and 20 people. 

Perhaps your parish Community would be 

willing to take one event a year or your Ultreya 

might be able to take on one event.  

We are in great need of your support and we 

are asking you to prayerfully consider this 

request. 

While it is a vitally important task that adds 

much to the success of Cursillo, there’s no 

glamor and little glory… This work requires 

willing hands and a Servants Heart.  Is that 

you?  

If it is, please contact Carol Gibbs using 

servantcommunity@cursillodiosovamail.com 

or call 804 840 9991 

Thank you and DeColores! 

 

mailto:servantcommunity@cursillodiosovamail.com
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Even when you’re not looking, Christ is counting 

on you…. 

Many of you years ago have served on Cursillo weekends with 

Charles Joy+. On one weekend he read a poem entitled 

EUCHARIST which touched and inspired me deeply. After this 

I just had to apply for a Virginia Personal License Plate which 

reads “UKERIST.” Let me explain. 

Yesterday was a day full of dozens of chores, and errands. By 

mid-afternoon, returning home, I was very hungry, and 

realized I had skipped lunch. My eye caught a Taco Bell sign, 

and that sounded perfect. I ordered my taco and drink and 

parked to eat. 

As I was digging in the bag for my first taco, a woman walked 

up beside my car. She motioned for me to roll down the 

window. I was expecting her to need help or to ask for money. 

I wasn’t really annoyed but I really did want that taco, instead 

she told me the following …. 

“Please don’t think I’m crazy but I have to tell you this. Five 

years ago, I saw you driving on 95 downtown and I read your 

license plate, I had started a new job a few months before that, 

working with a man named Dan.  

To be brief, Dan became a good friend and he talked me into 

returning to church. Things began to change for me. I was 

pretty proud of myself when I read your plate and I knew what 

UKERIST meant.” I also knew that I owed that and all of the 

changes in my life to God’s presence and I owed that to Dan.” 

“Dan encouraged me to make an Emmaus Walk…do you 

know what that is?” she asked. 

I nodded, unable to say a word and she replied” I thought 

you would.”  

“Anyway, the past couple of years Dan has been battling 

different Cancers and he won, but COVID-19 was more 

than his body could take on and he died two weeks ago. 

Today is his funeral, and because of the restrictions only 

a few of his closest family members could attend.  

“I learned just a few minutes ago that the service was 

being broad cast live on our church Facebook page and 

I quickly pulled into Taco Bell so I could listen to it.” 

“I saw your license plate for the second time in my life as 

I parked.” She held up her phone to show me what was 

happening. She went on to say “I think God is telling me 

something, maybe that Dan is OK now or that God will 

always be with me….I’ll have to think about that for a 

while but for sure he’s telling me something.”  

“I thought I just had to come over and tell you before you 

drove off.” 

By that time, we were both crying. Sadly, we couldn’t hug 

or even shake hands. All I could say was “Thank you, I’ll 

remember Dan in my prayers tonight.” 

All she could say was “DeColores” and she walked back 

to her car to finish watching the service. 

Those were the best tasting Tacos I have ever had. 

I bid you Eucharist and Ultreya! 

Carol Gibbs, Church of the Holy Comforter, Richmond 

Cursillo #66 in the Diocese.So.Va. St. Teresa’s Table 

 

Due to Covid-19 many of us had not been able to gather or get out. Some restrictions had been lifted so I went to pick up a few items. 

As I was loading my car a lady drove up and stopped to talk. She was in tears, so much happening in our world. She had a daughter 

who was a senior and having a very hard time since there would be no Senior Prom or Graduation Ceremony. We discussed many 

things and I found a new friend.  Not being able to hug and wearing facemasks in tears I wished her well and told her I’d keep both in 

my prayers. And then before she left …God lifted my arm, for I knew it was not me, and said to give her my (favorite) bracelet to her 

daughter, which states “This too shall pass.” and hoped it would give her daughter peace.  Phyllis Malone, Cursillo # 95, Advent 


